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Summary : This paper studies the problem of the offering sacrifice to ancestors held in ancestral temple
of the patriarchal clan in Huizhou in the Yuan — Ming period on the materials providing in genealogy of the
Ming Dynasty and literatures about the patriarchal clan in collect works of the Yuan and Ming Dynasty. It
concludes in this paper that the kemel of ancestor sacrifice rite can be seen in three ways. First, ancestor
sacrifice was attached to the offering sacrifice to God of land, or was combined with the latter. Secondly,
ancestor sacrifice was attached to temples, or was integrated into temple. . Thirdly, the offering sacrifice to
ancestors was primarily held in ancestral temple that was founded in cemeteries. The tendency of transforma-
tion is that ancestor sacrifice had gone from being attached to God of local land sacrifice and religionary tem-
ple to being separated each other gradually, then declined step by step, on the other hand, the independent

ancestral temple sacrifice grew up day after day.
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