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Between Name and Reality : Disputations on Sinicization, Colonization and Empire
GE Zhao-guang

{ Nationel Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)
Abstract; This article presents the author’s explanations on three concepts: Sinicization, colonization and Empire,
which have been constantly discussed in the international field of Chinese history. It points out that “Sinicization” is
not suggested as the decisive factor of the successful ruling of the Qing Empire, but it did exist in the social and
cultural changes. When we take the observing standpoint of global history avoiding any moral judge or valuation on
colonization and empire, we shall admit that colonization was a fact in old China, especially in the Qing Dynasty, and
Therefore ,

the Qing seemed like an empire. in historical research we should pay atiention to the complicated

correlation between the name and reality. In history, the concepts, like nation, territory, ethnic group, and
institution, were not as simple and definite as their modern correspondences. It will be improper to outline the

historical China with the modern definition of nation, to understand the international orders in old China with that of

- the modern world, or to explain the rich and complicated history with definite and simple concepts.

Key words: modern concept; historical China; Sinicization; colonization; empire
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