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HISTORICAL RESEARCH NO. 3, 2005

the Sun Xiu s reign. However, no household was emptied to provide labor for the authorities, as was
believed. Neither the inscribed bamboo slips of the Wu state nor other literature provide any clue point-

ing to the existence of a separate registration for government employees.

The Situation and Mentality of the Yuan Dynasty Confucian Scholars as Seen in %id Zhai Ji
Zhang Fan (69)
Xu Heng and Liu Yin, two leading Confucian scholars in the north in the Yuan dynasty, had a
rather subtle relationship. In his essay Tut Zhai Ji, Liu excoriated one of the celebrities in the political
arena without mentioning his name. Some researchers hypothesized that Liu was criticizing Xu Heng, ak
though others disagreed. As a matter of fact, it was indeed Xu Heng that Liu was alluding to in the es-
say. Xu Heng advanced into and retreated from the political arena several times, which provided good
grounds for criticism. However, Liu was hypercritical in accusing Xu of “ playing tricks” and “ cheating
the world.” He seemed to have a strong prejudice against Xu which was closely related to his personal
experience, character and mentality. It was one facet of a prism that reflected the tragic fate of ethnic

Han scholars under Mongol rule.

Passing the Family Properties to an Outsider: Cases in Huizhou during the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Luan Chengxian ( 85)
The genealogy of the family of Cheng at Yuchuan, Wuyuan, and the H uang Ce Di Ji ( )
ofthe 27 Du () and 5 tu ( ) at Xiuning suggest that it was a common rather than an exceptional
practice to pass the family properties to an outsider among the large families at H uizhou during the Ming
and Qing dynasties. One of the many causes of this was the absence of an heir in the family. An impor
tant economic factor in inheritance by an outsider was to save the family property from being dispersed.
Affection also played a role in the practice of passing the family property to an outsider. Since clanism
was based on bloodline and centered on a system of inheritance by clansman, the popularity of the prae-
tice of passing the family property to an outsider and the adjustments to related laws point to loosened re-
lations within the feudal patriarchal clan system. Despite their development since the Song dynasty, clans
tended to decline from within.

The Development of the Peking Diplomatic Corps and Its Activities Centered on Treaty Interests
Huang Wende (97)
Under a synergy of various factors including the changing of its member countries, the international
situation and the orbits of different pow ers, the Diplomatic Corps of Peking seldom achieved “unanimous
agreement” in the real sense of the word in its political activities in the late 1920s, after several decades
development since its foundation in 1860. Under the influence of the member countries of the 1901 Trea-
ty of Peace (Austria Hungary, Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, ltaly, Japan, the Nether
lands, Russia, Spain, the United States and China “ Final Protocol for the Settlement of the Disturbances
of 19007), the Peking Diplomatic Corps played a role in Chinese politics. However, the split between
member countries in the wake of World War I and the Chinese government s strategy of treaty revision
diplomacy led to its inability to form a long-term alliance to deal with China. In 1920 when regimes in
both the north and the south of China challenged the authority of the Diplomatic Corps and refused to
recognize its agencies as its representatives, under the impact of Leo Karakhan s visit to China, the Dip-
lomatic Corps had to reconsider the nature of its organization and its relations with China, and to normal

ize its organization by adjusting its priorities on protocol and political activities.

Stress on Place of Origin and Factions inside the Nationalist Party: An Observation of Nationalist Party
* 191 -



