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The Shanghai Polytechnic Ingtitution and Reading Room and Its Innovation on Education

Initiated by foreigners, the Shangha Folytechnic Ingtitution and Reading Room was apath breaking educationd or-
ganization that wasjointly founded by Chinese and Westerners. From its inception it lasted for forty years. Its purpose
was to encourage Chinese to study western stience and technology. Chinese and foreignersfrom al waksof life contribut-
ed funding for the ingitute. Under the administration of a board of directorsits curriculum included science, technolay ,
politics, economy , current &fairs, culture, and education. Science and technolagy were the mgor contents of teaching.
Its adopted mode of teaching gave priority to sgif - study asssted by lectures. Experimentation and demonstration were a-
2 important teaching methods. Shanghai Polytechnic Ingtitution and Reading Room played a critica role in introduci ng
Wesgtern stience and technology to the Chinese.
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