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Assignment #1:
· Compare and contrast the nature and importance of "Confucianism" as presented by Schwartz and de Bary during the Song dynasty. Where exactly, if anywhere, do they agree? On what points do they differ? 
· Describe the varied cultural role of the civil service examinations in China since Song times described by Nivison. 
· Can you express on paper a coherent picture of Confu​cianism based on these pioneering essays? Or do they leave you with a fragmented image that seems to preclude any consensus for Northern and Southern Sung intellec​tual history. 
· What is the usefulness of "Neo-Confucianism" as a conceptual framework for encompassing the complexities of intellectual life ca. 1000-1250? What are the limits of this conceptual framework?

· How does Wilson's article contribute to the clarification of the evolution of Confucianism from the Yuan to Ming dynasties?
· OPTIONAL: Why and how, according to Elvin, were women rewarded by the imperial state for their moral tribulations? What aspects of "gender ideology" are revealed in the valorization of female martyrdom? 

Assignment #2:
· Evaluate how de Bary's earlier use of "Neo-Confucianism" to describe Northern and Southern Song intellectual history differs from Liu’s and Haeger’s account of the rise of Neo-Confucianism

· Evaluate the changes in the civil examinations from the Song to the Qing period.

· Why did gentlemen become physicians during the Song and Yuan dynasties? Did doctors become gentlemen?
· How did the social reproduction of Chinese officials work?

· What are the strengths and limits of the "reproduction" model for describing and explaining the dynamics of Confucian learning?

Assignment #3:

· Summarize the basic features of the positions taken by Mote and Hucker concerning the role of gentry/literati as upholders of Confucianism/Neo-Confu​cianism as state orthodoxy within an authoritarian state. 

· Eva​luate the possible contribu​tions of Neo-Confucianism as an ideo​logical system to the growth of political autocracy in imperial China since the early Ming dynasty. 
· What does the essay by Elman on civil examinations add to our understanding of how Confucianism functioned in late imperial state and society after 1400? How would you describe the relation​ship between the imperial court and the imperial bureaucracy?

Assignment #4:

· What conclusions for better understanding Confucian/Neo-Confucian thought does Levenson draw in his writings? 

· Given our earlier discussions of Neo-Confucianism as literati moral discourse on one hand and state orthodoxy legitimating imperial autocracy on the other, how should we evaluate the importance of protest and amateurism during the 16th and 17th centuries?

· Based on Smith, von Glahn, and Brokaw, describe the roll of commercialization since the Song dynasty and the role of the book trade in cultural life in the late Ming.
· Assess the contributions of the authors to our understanding of Chinese popular culture during the late empire. 

· What does von Glahn contribute to the evaluation of popular culture through his discussion of the role of the god of wealth during the Ming dynasty?
· Are we forced to revise our earlier estimates of the scope and limits of Confucianism/Neo-Confucianism as we move from elite to popular cultural history?

Assignment #5:

· What are the major elements in the "unraveling of Neo-Confucianism" during the Ming-Qing transition? 

· What are the key points in Yu’s account of the rise of Confucian intellectualism? Why does Yu describe this period in terms of "anti-intellectualism" versus "intellectualism"?
· Summarize and evaluate Guy's account of scholars and the state in the 18th century. What points does he stress concerning "High Qing" and its academic projects? 
· What sort of Song Learning is represented by Chen Hongmou in his discussion of women? What did Chen Hongmou think about the proper role of a women in an ideal family during the mid-Qing?
Assignment # 6:

· Contrast Levenson and Sivin on the significance of the classical revival for science? 

· Evaluate the readiness of China for science in the eighteenth century? What light, if any, does the debate over the history of science in China shed on the problem of Confucianism?

· What role did the Jesuits play in the transition from "Song Learning" to "Han Learning"?
Assignment # 7:

· Discuss the intellectual and social roles of evidential scholars in the 18th century.

· Was Zhang Xuecheng a typical scholar of his time? Why did he attack literary scholars such as Yuan Mei and philologists such as Dai Zhen?
Assignment # 8:

· Describe the changes in the intellectual world of China between 1780 and 1820 by looking at the role the Heshen affair played in political life circa 1800. 
· What role did the Changzhou scholars play in the late 18th century revival of literati interest in politics and statecraft reforms?
Assignment # 9:

· In reading Levenson's essays and Chow's account of anti-Confucianism, do you think modern Chinese intellectual history reflects a decisive break with traditional Confucian/Neo-Confucian thought in China? 

· Do the assigned readings suggest any important continuities? 

Follow-Up Meetings in December 2009:

I. What according to Nivison are the overlaps between Confucianism and Communism?
II. What are the strengths and weaknesses of Elvin's approach to the dilemma of a delegitimated scriptural canon for Chinese intellectuals during the early 20th century?

Final Assessment:

In summarizing the major issues of the course in a final paper, take into account, first, the following problems and, then, your own research project:

· "Confucianism" versus "Neo-Confucianism"

· State ideology versus elite discourse and role of religion

· Intellectual vicissitudes: Song through Qing

· Tang-Song transition

· Yuan-Ming transition

· Ming-Qing transition 

· Unfolding? Unraveling of Confucianism?

· Impact of 1st and 2nd Western "impacts"

· Role of gender in the late empire

· Confucianism, science, and modernization

· Issues in methodology: strengths & weaknesses.

· What conclusions about Chinese cultural/intellectual history, 1000-1900, have the readings and discussion lead you to make? What areas are still in need of further clarification?

