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MIRREAE T T HiDMIHT. MRS BRRE , ]
A I T B, MR A B A AR AR T
f] religion, 7E 1853 ~ 1854 €5 [A] H 7~ f7 Matthew
Perry {147 Bl f9 4t & F A RISk
[ -+ ]it is suspected that the higher and
better educated are indifferent to all religions,
and entertain various speculative opinions, or
seek refuge in a broad skepticism. o
£ [EH—{T 5 4% Townsend Harris 78 HiCH X
BB |
I must say that [ never was in a country 50
abounding with priests, temples,mias, statues,
etc. , etc., where there was so great
indifference on religious subjects as there is in
Japan. I believe all the higher classes are in
reality atheists. (May 27, 1857 )@
The New York Tribune i 40ic % £ B % 5 &
A Francis Hall, N7 B0 8 T oBE—Bil
From my first landing till now I have
been impressed with the belief that the Japanese
have no reverence for their religion. [ -+ ]
Among the learned and the better classes the

system of Confucius professedly obtains, as it

does in China among the Mandarins and

1969) 258 —9.

@8 @8 o

scholars, but in reality there is a disbelief in all
these forms. I do not believe that Germany is
today more imbued with rationalism than Japan
is with practical atheism. ( March 25,

1860)@

HE 4T/ Rutherford Alcock , H7E 1R & 43
HEHE:

They have indeed some, but very obscure

and imperfect notions of the immortalicy of the

soul and a future state of bliss or misery. But

so far as I have seen, the educated classes scoff

at all such doctrines, as fit for the vulgar and

the ignorant. [ -+ ]@

R T AR SRR, SRR B AL AR
RS B2 F AT E ML AT SR, AT
B ok, RSV AT B fE B, RE B
FRE TRL MBS LA HEREE. BR, 0RMA
AT “AE M B B2, B R AR AR TOTA
IR EE . SRMREZHEAARAMRE—F
I, R R i RERNEARSAFEER
B, M AR AR R AT AL R FE O, A BB 4 A 1T AY
i7" ®

BRI, 24 7 7 DAY H AR, RIS IR T 1
TS AR religion BT A BIR. TR AR
ot A FFAR OB, X SCHI LK (civilized nations)
(gt fk.” (secularization ) PR B EF o M4,
Bt F AR B A R AR veligion BYEAY
(SR

Francis L. Hawks {comp. ), Commodore Perry and the Opening of Japan, Narrative of the Bxpedition of an American Squadron to the China Seas and Japan 1852
—54: The Official Report of the Expedition to Japan (1856) , Nonsuch, 2005, Ch.21, p.400.

The Complete Journal of Townsend Hareis, First American Consul and Minister fo Japan { Charles E. Tutle, 1959) 366, Italics in the original.

F. G. Notehelfr ( ed. ), Japan through American Eyes: The Journal of Francis Hall, 1859 —1866 ( Westview Press, 2001) 90,

Rutherford Alcock, The Capital of the Tycoon; A Namative of a Three Years® Residence in Japan (1863), Vol. I, Chap. 12 ( Greenwood Press,
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From “Religion” to “Shiky$”
—The Comprehensions and Thoughts of “Religion” in Early Meiji Period
Watanabe Hiroshi
( Hosei University, Tokyo)

Abstract: In the later part of the 19" century, how did Japanese intellectuals comprehend the “religion” which was
introduced then from the West? And how did Japanese use the word after it was adapted into their language? According
to the observation of diplomatic envoy, the contemporary Japanese, especially the Upper Class, got weak religious
mind. While Japanese were surprised at the prevalence of religion when they went to study in Europe. The word
“shoikys” stood out among many translations of “ religion” in the early Meiji Period. Shtikyd originally mean the
religion with principle (ky6) , or various schools of religion (shi}. And the stem “ky6” originated from cultivation in
Confucian dimension. Qut of the tradition and the request of cultivation in the Fdo period, the intellectuals draw
attention to “religion” as tools to maintain the social morals. And there were debates on which kind of religion should
be advocated, which finally led to the establishment of the Emperor system in the Meiji period. It was constructed out
of the Western example by Meiji intellectuals who had the Chinese wisdom. It is proved to be a special “educative
religion” system balanced of the East and the West.
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