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An Exloration into Pedigree about the general genealogy of Cheng family in Xinan
CHANG Jan —hua
(CCSH , Nankai University ,Tianjin 30071 ,China)

Abstract:The general genealogy was composed by Cheng Min - zheng ,

a famous scholar in Ming Dynasty ,

which brought magnitude influence to the Prefecture of Huizhou and Chengs clan. In my view , Cheng$ gene-
alogy further explicated the condition of the famous clan in the Prefecture of Huizhou, emphasized the ancient

clan system spirit in genealogy compile and its precise academic .

From then on

, Chengs researchs became

the nomal genealogy . Chengs distingnish of genealogy was established on research . He put forward an view

that the pedigree before Song Dynasty was too detailed to believe .

He considered the authentic pedigree

should be established on the inscriptions on ancient bronzes and stone tablets, and on the research to the
ancient genealogy , and so on . Through his research , Cheng Min —zheng negated the ch’i ~p’u , although
it was already spreaded a long time . Chengs standpoint was adopted by Cheng$ clan as one of the theories .

But there exist strain between Chengs research and clansmen culture . Cheng Min - zheng was respected by

Cheng family in Xinan because he was a famous scholar — bureaucrat . But Chengs clan rejected Cheng Min —

zhengs research achievement . It was a kind of sorriness to Cheng Min ~zheng .
Key Words: Cheng Min - zheng ;the general genealogy of Cheng family in Xinan ;genealogy in Ming Dynasty
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