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A Study on the First Encounter of Western and

Chinese Traditional Medicine

DONG Shao-xin®
Abstract

Traditional medicine, either Chinese or Western, has more abundant and
comprehensive connotation then modern medicine. Besides being art of curing,
it is also learning of nature, body, soul, and their relations. Western traditional
medicine is part of Catholic theology, and Chinese traditional medicine is
brought into Lixue (EZ ) during Song-Ming period. So it is not unexpected

that we find much Western traditional medical knowledge in those Chinese

Catholic texts translated or written by European missionaries in China, and
this kind of knowledge is accepted by Chinese scholars as learning of Gewu
Qiongli (#5¥83# ) . Thus, when Western medicine meets Chinese medicine
for the first time, essentially, it is an encounter of Catholic theology and
Lixue.
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