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Aleni’s Xingxue Cushu and the Introduction
of Western Medicine to China

Dong Shaoxin
Postdoctoral Scholar, Fudan University

In sixteenth-century China, Western medicine was closely
associated with theology. The theological works translated and
edited by Christian missionaries in China, especially Jesuits, is
full of medical information. Giulio Aleni’s Xingxue cushu 12
#93k | for instance, is an important theological work containing a
great deal of medical detail. But researchers discussing the
introduction of Western medicine, who have been influenced by
modern disciplinary classifications, have tended to separate the
medical knowledge from the theology, obscuring crucial aspects
of the transmission. Since science and theology were intertwined,
the author of this article insists on understanding them together

rather than in isolation.
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