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Abstract

This paper aims to provide a better understanding of the formulation and practices of the
Rituals for Foreign Guests (Bin Li) in the Tang and Northern Song Dynasties from the
perspective of ritual spaces. The ritual spaces of foreign guests were greatly influenced by
the everyday monarchical politics and the international situation. In the latter part of the
Tang Dynasty, imperial audience rituals were conducted in the inner basilicas, while the
foreign guests had to salute in the formal basilica where the emperor was absent. In the Five
Dynasties, numerous imperial audience rituals were performed in the formal basilica. During
the Northern Song Dynasties, imperial audience rituals were exclusively held in the inner
basilicas again. The movements of the ritual space of imperial audiences all reflect the close
relationship between spatial arrangement of rituals and everyday monarchical politics. On
the other hand, the difference between the Rituals for Foreign Guests in Tang and Northern
Song China was influenced by the totally different situation surrounding the country. The
Rituals for Foreign Guests in the Tang Dynasty were divided into two parts, one for

sovereigns and the other for tributary envoys. The gaps in ritual standards mainly lied
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between the sovereigns and envoys, not among the different neighboring regimes, which
could be testified by the ritual procedure and ritual space. With the radical change in foreign
relations, especially after the Treaty of Chanyuan, the strength of the outlying regimes was
expressed in the Rituals for Foreign Guests. Under the Northern Song, the rituals for envoys
were drafted according to the different foreign states. In particular, the rituals for Khitan
envoys were much more ceremonious than those for tributary envoys from other countries.

The gaps in ritual standards of foreign envoys were therefore reflected in the ritual space.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty, Northern Song Dynasty, Rituals for Foreign Guests, Ritual Space,
Imperial Audience Ritual
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