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The Evolution of the official sacrifices to Mountains between the
Han and Tang Dynasties:
From the Perspective on the Ritual Spaces

Yi Zhu®

Abstract

Different from other state sacrificial ceremonies, the official ritual spaces
of the sacrifices offered to the important mountains were not simply restricted to
the locality, but also distributed to other places, especially in the capital. The
fact that the sacrificial spaces were not sole gave expression to the regionalism
and super-regionalism both contained in the belief of mountains. To accurately
grasp the tendency of the official sacrificial spaces in a long scale, I make a
detailed inquiry about this problem between the Han and Tang Dynastics.
During this period, while the local official sacrificial spaces were more
bureaucratized, the deities of mountains, as a type of minor deities, were offered
sacrifices in the northern suburban altar or the square altar in the capital after the
suburban sacrifices were established in the first years of the Later Han Dynasty.
The changes of the deities of mountains offered the sacrifice in the northern
suburban altar or the square in the different dynasties were closely related to the
different historical background. From the latter part of the Southern and
Northern Dynasties to the Tang Dynasty, the deities of mountains were given

sacrifices on more occasions.

Key words : the Han Dynasty, the Tang Dynasty, the Sacrifices to Mountains,
the Ritual Spaces
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